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Channel Light Vessel are 
Bill Nelson, Kate St John 
Laraaji and Roger Eno 


‘Quite, quite lovely.' **** Q 

'A gently seductive, complex 
and rewarding blend.' Music Week 


All Sail 


Records, PO Box 2767, London NWI 8HU 
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“The new Soul Jazz Records offshoot label debuts in fine 
style with this compilation” 

MUSIC WEEK (Doug Carn) 

“Courtesy of the same people who brought us Universal 
Sounds of America, another priceless treasure chest 
unearthed from deep in the US jazz underground.” 

THE INDEPENDENT (Black Jazz) 

“Another splendidly researched compilation this time about 
Black Jazz, a soulful jazz label that flourished briefly in the 


This is brilliant, a very special album.” Touch (Doug Carn) 
“A deeply satisfying double album.” 

STRAIGHT NO CHASER (Doug Carn) 


“Black Jazz was an indie label set up by m 
themselves and this fine compilation demc 


SAL SOUND 


through Pinnacle Tel. 01689 877884 
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V V fWCZ. Selected highlights of the month's live events, 

JL Lwfl happenings, club spaces and broadcasts 













Soundings items should reach us by Friday 12 July for inclusion in the August /« 























A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month .. , 
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Golem, Temple, Cosmic Corridors, The Astral Army, L Colston classics, p! 

Galactic Explorers and Feoetrole. the 1982 Venue performance; 

BRIEF HISTORY OF AMBIENT SERIES 












The Japanese roik underground revealed; 2CD set 




















































the drummer goes [sings archetypal breakbeat rhythm]. 
It’s the God-given loop. We’ve got to find out who this 


"I’m not trying to necessarily replicate what Johnny L 
or Wax Doctor or Alex Reece or somebody laid down 



child anyway. I’ve got rehearsal tapes from 79,80,81 
— it's at 160,170 bpm. It's a certain type of feel. That 


Gilmore recently took part in the Transatlantic Digital 



with guitarist Tony Remy in London watched by 











The BioMuse, the MIDI Conductor, the Soundnet — these are the hyperinstruments enabling 
Atau Tanaka to rewire the performance of electronic music. Interview by Rahma Khazam 


years ago the company that created the Biof 
the first piece of r 

cingtoturi 



on stage only to sit cowering behind banks of 
synthesizers. Not so Atau Tanaka. He is one of a small 
group of musicians who are adapting modern technology 
to the art of performance. His instrument the BioMuse, is 
a case in point On stage, Tanaka kneads and sculpts the 


a computer and synthesizers. "If I'm relaxed and the level 
meter is low, I might be playing low notes, and as I tense 
up maybe I’ll be playing higher pitches," e: 




write for a violin, and this idea of idiomatic writing for an 
computer is good at some things and not at others, and 


violin trying to get just a little bit higher that you’re really 
dealing with the violin. So with the BioMuse, when the 
indicator is at the top end of the muscle tension meter 


violin,” he explains. “[And just as] i 

me to take the BioMuse into different musical situations.” 

He did just that during the recent 11 -day Exit Festival 
held on the outskirts of Paris. Appearing with his group 
Sensorband — Edwin Van Der Heide and Zbigniew 


group. We are looking at the ess 
always been and presenting it v\ 
























How did Derek Bailey, the doyen of hainshirt improvised 
music, end up recording albums of apocalyptic Heavy Metal 
and Hackney drum 'n' bass? Ben Watson finds out 








MICHAEL 






















Otomo Yoshihide’s work with John Zom, Yamatsuka Eye and 
his own group Ground Zero have put him in the frontline of 
Japan's explosive underground noise scene. Story by Ed Baxter 


to emerge in the wake of that political fever." 


In the early 80s, searching for a new direction in his 
own music, he studied Chinese traditional music in 
Hainan. It was only in the late 80s that he developed a 



Within a couple of years he’d formed a group, Ground 
Zero, and worked with all of Tokyo's visiting and local 
underground luminaries: Christian Marclay, Fred Frith, 

Xper.Xr and Boredoms vocalist Yamatsuka Eye (with 
whom he has formed a peripatetic sample 'n' screech 
duo). About this time, Otomo started thinking of his 
music in terms of sampling-as-virus (a notion made 
explicit by his solo CD The Night Before The Death Of 
The Sampling Virus) — of the fundamental change in 


includes three different personal narrative projects, 
each with a 62 day cycle. The first, fliri Ni Narumade, is 

motive is never explained. The second is called Diet and 
it draws on the same story and on a Shape-Up 

magazine." The third piece is a more mysterious affair, 
in which Otomo will be recording what he calls ‘really 
private sounds" every day for 62 days, to be edited 
down to a privately-circulating CD, ‘maybe only 

erasing other people, its perhaps only logical that he 
should indulge in a little self-effacement □ 
Revolutionary Pekinese Opera is released this month on 
ReR (through RTM). Parts of this interview appear in the 
new issue of Resonance which also includes a five 7’ 
single by Otomo and Eye (distributed by ReR Megacorp) 




PHILIPS 


| 24th June ■ 20th July 1996 


almeidaopera 1 


Overflowing with brilliant 
invention /„**«** 

Experlmentum Mundi 

Snatched By The Gods 
& Broken Strings 

Or The Hapless Landing 

Heiner Goebbels / Heiner Muller / Joseph Conrad / Francis Ponge 

Vanitas 

Variete 

Mauricio Kagel / The Circus Space 

A Season of 
Contemporary Song 

Fez full programme and tickets call 0171 359 4404^ ^ 




A major new work by jazz legend ond Weather Report founder Joe 
Zawinul. Stories of the Danube is written for orchestra and 

keyboard and fuses diverse stylistic elements from jazz to fo 


Richard Robbins 
Via Crucis 



















Joe Zawinul is a hardy musical traveller, from 60s soul jazz to his founding role in the birth of 
electric fusion with Miles Davis and Weather Report. Now he's written a symphony that leads 
him back to his Eastern European homeland. Interview by Howard Mandel 
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thrill 032 Ip /cd 

microstoria INIT DING microstoria 
INIT DING microstoria INIT DING 

microstoria INIT DING 

microstoria INIT DING microstoria 

thrill 031 cd & ltd Ip 

also available fine records by rome, gaunt, 
freakwater, the sea & cake, tortoise.slopoke, 
dolomite ,trans am ,a minor forest & more, 
write for a catalog-some cds not for sale in europe 

THRILL JOCKEY 

PO BOX 476794 
CHICAGO ILLINOIS 60647 USA 




RELEASES 

MIA0WI...CAW WHAT I CALL MUSIC 

E.A.R. 

BEYOND THE PALE 

Coming in waves....Sonic 
Boom’s EARgasmic project 
for feedback and effects, fea¬ 
turing Kevin Martin, AMM’s 
Eddie Prevost and MBV’s 
Kevin Shields. 

CD/LIMITED VINYL (Out Now) 

PAUL SCHUTZE 

SITE ANUBIS 

To complete his Pacific Un- 
jd rest trilogy, Schiitze plays 
J digital Chinese whispers with 
9 Bill Laswell, Lot Cox hill, 
.'Julian Pri ester, Raoul 
1 Bjorhenheim a.o. 
g CD (May 20th) 

Also available for the fir*t time in the U.K.: NEW 
MAPS OF HELL (CD, July) & THE RAPTURE OF 
METALS (CD, July) 

DIRTY THREE 

SAD AND DANGEROUS | 

"Sod And Dangerous" is a i 
grainy film of a lurid world, E 
the soundtrack to life asyou H 
live it. Or, better still, as 
wish it could be liv 
MELODY MAKER 

CD/LP (Out Now). New Album E 
»HORSE STORIES« out in 

August. DANIEL FIGGIS 

EMPTYEVERYTHING 

String-driven bucolics and meditative drones , played 
with wit and invention by Dublin composer Figgis 
and his ensemble of salon refuseniks. CD (July) 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 

DRIFTWORKS 

Four composing unit* from four continents fix new 
coordinates in the shifting sand of contemporary 
music. A limited edition four-CD boxset feat. Paul 
Schiitze, Pauline Oliveros Cf Randy Raine Reuseh, 
Thomas Koner and Keiji Haino’s Nijiumu. 4 CD BOX- 
SET (August) 

BIG CAT is distributed by PINNACLI 
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13 - 21 July 9 

Sticks 96 

DRUMMING AND PERCUSSION 
FROM AROUND THE GLOBE 

Performances, workshops and free outdoor events 

Featuring: 

Roots of Unity with Nana Tsiboe 
Mugenko 

Banyumas Bamboo Gamelan 
Paul Clarvis with Orquestra Mahatma 
Peter Lockett and Joji Hirota 
Miguel Poveda 

Secret Rhythm Society with Talvin Singh 
Marque Gilmore's Drum FM 
Ensemble Bash . „ .. .. 

Inner Sense RlrJYTHIfl ftVJIM 

Power and the Beat 

























digital night 


Cinematic, sensual, rifling on the tension between organic states and being digital, 

Paul Schiitze s new music is providing the soundtrack to 20th century urban meltdown. 
Rob Young meets a new breed of minimal composer 


together, really connected. There was a point in December when I thought what I had 



the vast range of choices available in the digital editing process. 





with prayers and dreams.’ Now, aside from the fact that what they’re talking about is 
all these faiths, no one would ever say that about the air above a Northern European, 
cold city: it’s not an image that works. They’d maybe say that the ground was soaked 
in prayers and dreams, or the stones. That’s why I like Jon Hassell’s work so much, 
because it homes in on that mythology really precisely." 

between albums. “I’ve never understood this idea that you genre-hop,” he says. “If 
you're trying to build a musical vocabulary, it seems to me logical that you would build 

anything other than my own work." 


maracas are the undergrowth. This sound is a patch of blue you can see through 60 
miles of trees, but it has to be there.” 

It’s a busy year for Paul: as well as Anubis, he is poised to release Fell, a 


into what appears to 
was the point when 
; Of Hell]. Rapture Of 


label 7°, and Abysmal Evenings (featuring New York trumpeter Ben Neill) on Virgin. 




Big Cat I 















































































THE ALBUM AVAILABLE FROM 3.6.96 
MNT 1004 CD - LP - MC 
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charts 


Playlists from the outer limits of planet sound 


Jorge Reyes - Nierika/Ek-Tunkul (Exilio) 

Revolutionary Army Of The Infant Jesus — The 

Gift Of Tears (Probe) 

Daniel Denis - Sirius And The Ghosts (Cuneiform) 
Djam Karet - Suspension And Displacement (DK/HC 
Productions) 

Walcott/Cherry/Vasconcelos — Codona (ECM) 
Suspended Memories - Earth Island (Fathom) 

A Small, Good Thing — Slim Westerns (Soleilmoon) 
Dead Can Dance - Into The Labyrinth (4AD) 

Mo Boma — Myths Of The Near Future Part 1 
(Extreme) 

Ultramarine united Kingdoms (Blanco Y Negro) 
Trance Mission - Trance Mission (City Of Tribes) 
Philharmonie — Les Elephants Carillonneurs 
(Cuneiform) 

Spacetime Continuum/Terrence McKenna - Alien 
Dreamtime (Astralwerks) 

Little Axe - The Wolf That House Built (Wired) 


KipHop — Very slow soporific variants, eg Massive 
Attack 

DipHop - Hippy takes on the above, eg Knights Of 

The Occasional Table, Loop Guru 

FripHop - Anything with sustained treated guitar 

loops, eg Seefeel, Bowie's Outside 

FlipHop — Anyone a bit wacked-out, eg Tricky 

NipHop — Anything from Japan, eg DJ Krush, Ken 

BlipHop anything using Electro-technoid-synth 

sounds in a knowing way, eg Autechre 

SkipHop (aka TipHop) - Anything imbued with a 

trash aesthetic, eg Garbage 

QuipHop - Anything with a tongue-in-cheek 

humorous bent, eg Moloko 

DripHop - Anything appealing to anyone wearing 

retro-specs and casual slacks, eg The Cardigans 

GripHop - Stuff with a chilling, eerie quality, like 



Bernd Friedman - Leisure Zones (Ash International) 
Czech - I Do Believe (Stereo Deluxe) 

Visit Venus - Music For Space Tourism Vol 1 (Yo 

Captain Black - Multi-Toned Mono (Korm Plastics) 
Reptilicus - SOBS (H30 remixes) (Staalplaat) 
Unitone Hi-Fi - Rewound + Rerubbed (Incoming!) 
Illusion Of Safety — Fin De Siecie (Korm Plastics) 
John Duncan — Cholr/Psychonaut (Robot) 

Compiled by Phillipe Gusching, In Vivo, Rack) Seim Tours, 


Patti Smith — Gone Again (Arista) 

Ground Zero - Revolutionary Pekinese Opera (ReR) 
Joe Morris - Elsewhere (Homestead) 

Pablo’s Eye - Prepare For The Others To Follow EP 
(Swim) 

Pluramon - Pick Up Canyon (Mille Plateaux) 

Sun Ra & His Year 2000 Myth Science Arkestra 

Live In London (Blast First) 

Squarepusher - Feed Me Weird Things (Rephlex) 
Vernon Reid - Mistaken Identity (Epic) 

Mike Flowers Pops - Aphex Twin/Wagon Christ/MLO 
Remixes (Lo Recordings) 

Plug - Drum '1ST Bass For Papa (Blue Angel) 

‘O'rang - Fields And Waves (Echo) 

Scientist - Dub In The Roots Tradition (Blood & Fire) 
Various - Nitrogen: TripHop Sources From The Past 
(Compost) 

Hukwe Zawose — Chibite (Real World) 

Ui - Dropplike EP (Southern) 

Compiled by The Wire Sound System 


David Murray Big Band — South Of The Border 
(DIW) 

Ghost In The Machine featuring Evan Parker 

Ghost In The Machine featuring Evan Parker (Leo) 
Arcado String Trio - Live In Europe (Avant) 

Dave Douglas Five (Soul Note) 

Geisser/Hennen/Hoyer/Parker The Ropedancer 

Anthony Braxton — Composition No 173 (Black 

Crispeil/Guy/Hemingway - Cascades (Music & Arts) 
John Coltrane - Complete Atlantic Recordings 
(Rhino) 

John Zorn - The Classic Guide To Strategy (Tzadik) 
Matthew Shipp — Symbol Systems (No More) 
Wadada Leo Smith — Tao-Njia (Tzadik) 

Oliver Lake Quintet — Dedicated To Dolphy (Black 

Compiled by Seth Tisue, WNURFM, Chicago 
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Under the eyeglass: July’s selected CDs, albums and 12"s 


In this month’s 
review section: 

Rabih Abou-Khalil • Alquima 
Fred Anderson • Robbie Basho 
Anthony Braxton • Caspar 
Brotzmann & Page Hamilton 



Ground Zero • Herbert • His 
Name Is Alive • Hooker/ 
Ranaldo/Parkins • Jazz Satellites 
Julian Joseph • Giya Kancheli 
King Tubby • Steve Kuhn • Kirk 


Bill Nelson • New Moves 
(Abstrakt Grooves) • Nitrogen: 
Trip Hop Sources From The Past 
‘O’rang • Arvo Part • Jean 
Jacques Perrey • Lee Perry 
Plug • Private Lightning Six 


Keneyadji • Paul Schutze 
Scientist • Kagbe Sidibe 
Oumou Sinayogo • Roni Size 
Howard Skempton • Patti Smith 
Stillpoint • Carl Stone • Sun Ra 
Okay Temiz • Wordsound I 
Powa • X-Legged Sally 



Sombient compilation Swarm Of Drones 
(see The Wire 143) or Piquet's The 
Faulty Caress (The Wire 148) show what 
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• 4 New music books — read, raved about, roughed up 
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For back issue enquiries before issuelOO please call0171 7343555. 
Issues intofcs indicate very few copies remaining. Any backissues 
later than issue 100 not listed here aresold out 


Back Issues 






























Parallel lines 

Our July offer: bag TWO Parallel Series CDs plus a year’s 
supply of The Wire for just £30 



To celebrate the launch of Mute Records’ new experimental label Parallel Series, we're 
offering TWO FREE CDs to new subscribers this month. Orr is a set of jagged guitar 
collaborations by Main’s Robert Hampson, Wire’s Bruce Gilbert and producer/musician 
Paul Kendall, recorded between 1993-95. Piquet’s The Faulty Caress is Paul Kendall’s 
solo debut, and features seven unique guitar/electronics improvisations from the 
producer of Main, Loop and many others. The Wire. Unparalleled. 

NB: This is a limited offer. Subscribe now using the form below 


ST OF WORLD Surface £3! 


Send my 2 Parallel Series CDs and subscription to: payable 1 

!=-■ 


Amex □ Visa/Delta □ Switch □ £. 


Return this form (or a photocopy) to: The Wire Magazine, FREEF 
Fax: 0171 287 4767 (NB: your free CDs will be sent separately, aft 

This is a limited offer, available while stocks last 



WIRE 



















m • m The sound of music in the city of quartz 

davld toop 












the 

miller's tale 


a Tom Verlaine 
anthology 


A double CD 'Best Of’ featuring the 
guitar maestro recorded live and in \ 
the studio. Includes Television and 
solo tracks, plus a previously 
unreleased live performance recorded 
at The Venue in 1982 and other rarities. 
Sleeve notes by Clinton Heylin - author 
of 'From The Velvets To The Voidoids’. 





Crooning On Venus 
(Ocean Of Sound 2) 

David Toop prevents a collection of some of 
, the worlds most extraordinary singers and 
their personal take on balladeering. 


Yanoniami Young Men • Tenko/Ikue Mori 
Scott Walker • Captain Beef heart • Lilacs 
Martyn Bates and Mick Harris • Coldcut 1 
Massive Attack (with Tracey Thorn) • Ton 
Ryuicbi Sakamoto with Youssou N’ Dour • 
Haruomi Hosono • Mary Margaret O'Har 
David Sylvian • John Martyn • Sheila Ch 
Future Sound Of London (with ElizJ^^l 


AMBT 


MONSTERS, ROBOTS 
AND BUG MEN 

A USERS 6UI0E 10 THE ROCK 
RIN1ERLAN0 
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